
Become a 
Rimutaka Forest Park  

KIWI RANGER!
™

Discover this amazing place…
Complete your choice of activities, 

and be awarded this badge!



Activity 1  Getting Out There!

Go for a walk on one of the tracks in Rimutaka Forest Park.
   

Which track did you walk?

What birds and insects did you see or hear along the way?

Tick all the walks you’ve done, and huts you’ve been to, 
and circle the walk you’d most like to do next

ADVENTUROUS WALKS

Butcher/ Cattle Ridge/ Browns Tracks
Clay Ridge Track
Big Bend Track

HUTS

Boar Inn
Haurangi Hut
Jans Hut
Papatahi Hut
Raukawa Hut
Turere Lodge

What did you enjoy most about your walk? 

GENTLE WALKS

Tawa Grove

AWESOME WALKS

Nga Taonga/Nature Trail
Catchpool Loop
Five Mile Loop
Orongorongo Track
Middle Ridge

EPIC WALKS

McKerrow Track
Whakanui Track
Mt Matthews Track
Papatahi Track



Activity 5  The Return of the Forest

                        visit www.rimutakatrust.org.nz

EXTRA!  Check out the Blood, Earth, Fire exhibition  
at Te Papa for in depth answers to this!

Draw or describe its special features including 
its leaves and any fruit or flowers.

Approximate height

Name (if known)

Why did you choose  
this type of tree?

Each time you return here, this tree and the valley will 
have changed. Make a map that locates this one tree so 
that you and others can find it in the years to come.

to find out more about the 
restoration of the forest. 

As you drive up Catchpool Valley you’ll see the beginnings of a native forest being 
re-established next to the original forest. It’s the work of many volunteers planting 
thousands of native seedlings raised from seeds collected in this area. Plants include 
tarata, rata, harakeke (flax), kahikatea, toetoe, nikau, karamu, ti kouka (cabbage 
tree), five finger and mahoe (whiteywood). Look at the young plants around the 
car park and picnic areas. Find a favourite plant that is around your height. 



Around the park you’ll see 
Kiwi Zone signs saying  

‘No Dogs’ and ‘Keep Dogs 
on a lead’. Why do you think 

dogs and kiwi don’t mix? 

New kiwi chicks hatched in the park are carefully 
monitored using radio transmitters. Local school groups get 

to name each chick. What would you name a kiwi chick?

The food in the Rimutaka forest is perfect for kiwi. They love it here! Thanks to lots of 
stoat trapping over 100 kiwi roam the hills and valleys around the Orongorongo River. 
Take a walk into the forest and find a lush shady spot. Use your imagination and be a kiwi! 

Why did you choose this name?

Activity 7  Kiwi – Wild in Wellington 

How might a kiwi make 
its bed even softer?

EXTRA: Organise a group to 

Use a stick or your hand 
as a long beak and gently 

sniff around for some 
kiwi food. What might 

you be looking for?

Time for bed . . . find a spot 
to burrow like a kiwi. Lie 

down and close your eyes.  
How does this feel for you?

sponsor a transmitter, trap or kiwi chick! 
Find out more at www.rimutakatrust.org.nz




